
Although the description of circumstances arises from an actual situa-
tion, this Industry Alert does not reflect the final analysis of the situation, 
nor is it meant to assign blame on the part of any person or member firm.  
For further information, contact OFSWA at (705) 474-7233.

O c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  &  S a f e t y 

HAZARD

Other Industry Alerts are available online at www.ofswa.on.ca

OFSWA
ASTIFO

Ontario Forestry Safe
Workplace Association

Association pour la sécurité au travail 
dans l’industrie forestière de l’Ontario 

INDUSTRY ALERT

www.ofswa.on.ca

How can it be prevented?

www.ofswa.on.ca

   NOVEMBER 2001     CLOG 48

• The equipment should be maintained according to the manufacturer’s specifications and inspection 
schedules.

• If no record has been kept of maintenance work on the equipment and the materials used, bolts and washers 
should be replaced using material recommended by the manufacturer.

•The operator of the equipment should have the knowledge, training and experience necessary to operate the 
equipment safely.

• The person who services and maintains the equipment should be aware of the manufacturer’s specs and have 
access to an owner’s manual.

Poorly maintained turntable bearings may 
break free, toppling knuckleboom loaders

What happened?
Several times this year in logging, the turntable bearing on knuckleboom loaders have broken away, causing 
the raised platform, operator control seat and boom to fall to the ground, severely injuring the operators. Many 
forwarders and log truck self-loaders are equipped with such a boom.

Why did it happen?
Investigators found that several bolts securing the turntable bearing to the body of the trailer had been broken for 
some time, placing strain on the remaining bolts. These bolts eventually broke, causing the loader to fall.


